Plasma concentrations and urinary excretion of regulatory peptides in patients with urticaria pigmentosa.
Patients with urticaria pigmentosa were investigated during symptom-free interval regarding plasma concentrations and urinary excretion of immunoreactive regulatory peptides: calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP), gastrin, neurokinin A (NKA), neuropeptide Y (NPY), somatostatin (SOM), substance P (SP) and vasoactive intestinal peptide (VIP). The plasma concentrations of these peptides, except for CGRP, were below the detection limit. The urinary excretion of the regulatory peptides were not higher in the patient group than in the controls, but in individual patients there was high urinary excretion of SP and VIP. A lower urinary excretion of CGRP was found in the patient group in addition to a tendency to a lower plasma concentration.